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BEROV AND THR Mi¥ LOVIEY 3ECRET POLICE

Since April 1954, wher he assuped the ministerial post
of Chairman of the Committee un 3tats Security (XOB), Gen-
eral Ivan Sercv has Yeen tle nost draaded figure in the
Boviet Union, As hesd of the Sgviet security (1.e., secret)
pelice, which this Job mace him, he hes 8lso mﬂ consideraed
one of the most powerful ¢f the Tremlin hier ¥. A8 & re-
sult the world, and probatly “he Soviet public also, was
much surprised M a single nentence on the back page of
the 9 Degexder 1 issue of “zyvestia announced that he had
besn relieved as head ef the ¥ n connestion with his
transfer to other work."

The omtission of aa{‘ﬁ fe:renze o his new sssignment
led to widespresd speculat:on that Sarov hadgone to Join
lhlaaﬁmf, Molotov, Kaganovich and Bulganin in disgrace,

t Khrushehev had once ppalr sceeded in ellminating
& mihiu and potentlally dangecous rival. Jerov sdmit-
tedly had never wielded & much power as had his predecessor
aeria (mm in Deecember 1U81), for the mrﬂ; police,

ng reorgenized as the X#A in Mareh 1 958, had been
ltrim of many of the puvers ¢njojied by Berlats NEXVD.
lesn, Serov's XOB rem:inesl the single most powerful
;thm in the Zoviet Urion, excluling only the Armed
88,

It now appesars that Seprov kas not, as was ﬁm musnt,
been purged or downgraded Yut has ruther besn
even more laportant pesition-—-a positlon which enn only ba
viewed s evidence of ¥hrushshey's ladisputsdble trust in him,
The Kremlin itself has not ye Iadicated the new post as-
sumed by Serov, but other repurts emanating from e Soviet
Union suggest what thiz asuigsent is,

ghout the Soviet Un . op, so-called "volunteer work-
sre’ xﬂiti;’* égmmnta ure currently being formed, with
nexbers recruited from the most rel:i;h workers. Gmm“ad
{into military formations and “esring sras

ostensibly are to serve am ci-illan suxilisries to the rngﬂar
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police (militia). For the prusent these “volunteer”
militiamen will be identii ed zmly by red armbands, but
eventually they are to be unifszrwnd or wesr btadges.

These elite Soviet wnke & who are already "privileged”
to devote most of thelir lrisu-e hours to Party activitice
and attendance at politice’ Lifctrisation lectures, are
now being permitted to "volun:e¢r” %92 apend sdditional
hourg--without pay--serviyy: a: palicomen.

According to Informal on thua far avallable, the
detachments & to be compawndd by parsons elected by the
workers thwmselves. Howerwns, if these elections are ¢ou-
ducted, as they no doubt w11 ¥4, 1n the normal Soviet
fashion (i.8., by what tie Caumealsts euphemistioally
term “"demoseretic centraliis’), {ie uait commmnders will

by the top coruad schalons of the new
M zation,

The ammounced Ws;: of thase workers' militis detach-
ments 18 to asslist the wepila poliee in the enforcement of
the campaign against drunkerd: #n2d hooligans. Thie implies
that the police have begn unalle o fope with lawlessnens
and that, to prevent s breukdwe »f law and order, they
r&% asaistance, whieh ‘he wérkers' militia is to
provide.

Such a ¢on¢lusion 1p cbviogsly untenable. The Soviet
Unicn is today, ae it alwp;s las been, a highly diseiplined
police atate in which aay vioiation of govermment or Party
rules and regulations rect’ts i¢ immadiate arrest and, not
infrequently, deportatioca.

The real purpdse of the :aw militia can be discerned
in the fset that 1ts wesbers ure to Jave the task of gm-n
ssrving order on streets knd puklic transportation venlclen
sad in stores aad clubs, wid of apprvhending "antl-sscclial
elements. In the USSR the term “anti-social” can mean
whatever the Party lsader: wish It ¢ sean. In particulas,
it 1s spplied o anything vhich muggssts oppoaition to the
dictatorship of the Comounint Party.

Thus, what ﬁgﬂﬁtiy is ttﬂcms place iz the creation
of & newn nationew seorél ptlice oeganigation, csmposed
of the moat irusted Party nwmbers mping the workers, which
will spy on the Soviet ¢itlzan wwerever he may be.

i
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It is the organization sad comsand of this new secret
police apparatus which is bellmed to be Serov's new apsigr-
ment, Having mbundant proof 37 his loyalty, Khrushchev ap-
parently decided that no sne «as better qualified for the
Job than faroy.

Although the senior police official to survive Beria's
downfall, Sercv has been associsted with Khrushohev since
the late 1930's when ha sarved &3 sscurlty shief for the
Ukraine at the same time Gast the present Soviet Premier
was the Party leader thera., dis devetion to the Comsmunist
Farty and his ability and wlllingness to crush 1%s opponents
were further proved during Weild war II when he sarried
out the purge of nstionaliits in the then newly~oscupled
Baltic States. It was Serov he signed the notorious
Secret Order Ne. 001223, wwe- vhieh move than 200, 000
Estonians, Latvians and L.thusnians were exseuted or deported
to the slave labor camps o' S.beria.

The reason for the civat.oz of a4 new seeret police or-
ganization in the Soviet o ramsins cbacure. Some ob-
servers, howevar, have asonjeaturad that the internel Party
sonflict now going on has led Ehrushohev to sonolude that
for the safety of his oun 103, tlan he requires the support
of a relisble instrument of survaillanse and repression which
will be leyal to him perscraliy. Berov is now undertaking
to ecreate this instrument,

The present KB cleaily viIl not serve Khrushehev's
mtﬁm, sinse its loyalty ia to the Communiast Party as a
whole, With the Senl-autsncmsus police empire built up by
Beria and his predeceascors huving; been converted with con~
sideradle difficulty over the last four years intoc a3 com-
pistely Party-controlled dgpa¥aiais, the snti-Khrushchev
Party factions would not Kaowi: iy 8gpln expose themselves
to danger by permitting Khrushohev to create sueh & personsl
pelice farce, The politically astute Premier, however, ap-
paars to have avoided suspizie: end gained Party spgroval for
ni-pians by terming the naw soganizstion e eivilian auxillary
to the regular police. By he tiae the true nature of the
so-oelled workers' militim Decunss apparent, it will be toc
late for the Premier's oppinencs to de aaything to stop it,

L 1-‘
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I Ehrushehev'a loyal liszutenant, Serov, carries out
his new assigrment efficlantl,(gnd there iz no reason to
believe he will not) the Pa-ty, the Soviet public and the
world will aweke one morni g o find themgelves confronted
by & new set of initials o~ azrcaym to join those which had
recsded into history--Cheits, Oppu, BKVD, MVD and XAB. But
one thing 1s certain., Whatevar it may bve cplled, Khrush-
ghav's new secret police o-gailzation will be exactly that,
The 3Soviet ¢itizenry will hav> 11ttie resson to contemplate
it with anything but feer,

wa”
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